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WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE NETHERLANDS IN 2022 ?



FARMERS PROTEST IN THE NETHERLANDS 2022 



DUTCH SWINE PRODUCTION

• ± 800.000 sows

• 2021:
• 1500 sow farms
• 3000 finishing farms

• Export of piglets

• Farm size
• ± -500-1000-2000- sows

• Organic farms ±1 % 
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ECONOMICAL SITUATION



AFRICAN SWINE FEVER

 2 july 2022: ASF outbreak in a swine farm
In Germany close to Dutch border 



ANTIBIOTIC REDUCTION
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ANTIBIOTICS

“As little as possible – as much as necessary” 

• Focus
• general reduction of antibiotic use on farms  

• Challenge
• animal health and welfare

• Purpose
• lower antibiotic resistance 

• Few market concepts
• “animals that were never in their life treated with AB”
• digital registration of individual animals is needed 



THE PROCESS OF ANTIBIOTIC REDUCTION

• The  Netherlands veterinary medicines institute (2010) 

• National database the Netherlands 
• Monitored sectors: cattle, calves, swine, poultry (chickens), turkeys, goats, rabbits

• Future years: (EU) companion animals, horses, sheep 

• Defined Daily Dose/ year: per farm and per animal category 

• Veterinarian benchmark 



• Swine - categories:
1. Sows incl. suckling piglets
2. Finishers
3. Weaned piglets

• Moving targets →

• Sows & finishers: 
• target for several years fixed

• Weaners: 
• still a moving target

Sows and suckling piglets. Farm distribution

THE PROCESS OF ANTIBIOTIC REDUCTION



RESULTS THE NETHERLANDS

• 2006 
• Stop growth promotors in 

feed
• 2011 

• Stop all in feed antibiotics
• Decrease in veterinary

antimicrobial use
• Decrease in antimicrobial

resistance

Total sales Antibiotics 2021



RESULTS THE NETHERLANDS



Finishers

2015: 5.072 farms / 2021: 3.142 farms

Sows incl suckling piglets

2015: 2.109 farms / 2021: 1.498 farms

RESULTS SWINE – DISTRIBUTION FARMS 2021  



Weaned piglets

2015: 2.276 farms / 2021: 1.668 farms 

RESULTS SWINE – DISTRIBUTION FARMS 2021  

Long tail of farms with high AB use

Focus on these farms 



ACTIONS 

• Private quality systems for farms & vets:
• obliged to make a farm specific plan for reduction

• General governmental regulations (for all farms) 
• Antibiotic use only by vet, except: 

• 1 –on-1 contract vet- farmer & health plans
• Regular veterinary visits (2 or 4 weekly)
• Limited stock of medicine at the farm for use by farmer 
• Group treatments after vet visit & report 
• Farm specific treatment and prevention plans
• Precise administration on treatment of animals



Pig Business - June 2021

“focus on ‘red’ farms will benefit complete swine industry” 



FOCUS ON PROBLEM FARMS: RED FOR 3 YEARS

• Program in private quality systems 

• 2021: 
• Obliged to form “advisory teams”: 

• Farmer + vet + feed advisor

• 2022:
• Farm stil RED: 

• Obliged to add an external expert to the team

• 2023: 
• Farm still RED: 

• Possible consequences in private quality system  



FARM TO FORK STRATEGY EU - “GREEN DEAL” - 2030 

Based on : https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/veterinary-regulatory/overview/antimicrobial-resistance/european-surveillance-veterinary-antimicrobial-consumption-esvac



Film



WHAT DID FARMERS DO ? 

• We mostly still have conventional health farms (PRRS +, Mycoplasma +, APP +)
• Trend towards SPF ±

• More individual treatments – less group treatments
• More attention for management: 

• The right feed at the right time
• Personel
• Weaning age
• Hygiene, biosecurity, climate

• More attention for prevention:
• Monitoring, diagnostics
• Vaccinations

• Circo, PRRS, mycoplasma, APP, PIA, ….
• Alternatives
• Genetics 



DIAGNOSTICS 
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VETERINARY CARE & DIAGNOSTICS



PRRS PROGRAM PCR monitoring and decision making tools 



B.I. EUROPEAN PRRS RESEARCH  AWARD 

10 farms – 20.000 sows in total – 1 year

1. Monitoring by PRRS scan program 
2. Biosecurity check by Farm Health Coach 
3. Plan and follow up by vet 



PRRS monitoring report PRRS sequencing→ internal biosecurity

EXAMPLE FARM IN PRRS PROGRAM 



EXAMPLE FARM IN PRRS PROGRAM 

ACTIONS

• Improved organisation of gilt development unit 
• Vaccinations
• Housing
• Acclimatization & cool-down  

• Piglet vaccination
• Biosecurity

• Separate material and clothes between animal groups
• Better hygiene after transport 
• Farrowing house management 
• Use of needles per litter
• Climate check 
• Limited mixing of litters at weaning

→ step by step improvement of health management 



BIOSECURITY

Source Schippers HyCare

Veterinarian & Farm Health coach: 
• Signaling, raising awareness
• Measuring

• Hygiene checks
• Biosecurity checks

• Training of workers



HEALTHY CLIMATE MONITOR 

Measurement of NH3, CO2, humidity, temperature & camera & movement



HEALTHY CLIMATE MONITOR



HEALTHY CLIMATE MONITOR



MANAGEMENT & HOUSING

Nest too cold→ piglets more sensitive too diarrea & diseases



DETECTING HEALTH ISSUES EARLIER

Sound Talks



LONG TAILS IN 2030 ? 



AS LONG AS WE HAVE EAR-NECROSIS IN PIGLETS … →



WE CAN NOT KEEP LONG TAILS



EAR-NECROSIS: NOT ONLY A LOCAL PROBLEM ….



SWINE INFLAMMATION AND NECROSIS SYNDROM

“LEAKY GUT”: 
LPS IN THE BLOOD 
CIRCULATION 

• Stress 
• Heat stress 
• Gut flora disrupted
• Too little roughage/ fibre
• Too little water availability 
• Too little (or too much) protein

/ amino acids
• Mycotoxins
• Antinutritional factors feed



Score system 

• Ears

• Face 

• Nipples

• Umbilicus

• Vulva

• Ball of feet

• Coronary band feet

• Tail base & tip

S.I.N.S. IS VISIBLE IN THE FIRST DAYS OF LIFE ! 

Source Gerald Reiner: Entzündungs- und Nekrosesyndrom beim Schwein (SINS) 

→ Take actions !

→ Prevention !



EAR NECROSIS IN WEANED PIGLETS

Recommendation: FitForPigs App – Mirjam Lechner  



PICTURES FROM PRACTICE
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PLASTIC FLOORS – HEAT STRESS 

Karien Koenders Karien Koenders 



TAIL BITING IN GILTS

Karien Koenders Karien Koenders 



THE FUTURE .. IS NOW 

• Even less antibiotics, prudent use
• More and more attention for

welfare 
• Challenges ! 
• Role for veterinarian as coach  



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION 


